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to it, is just an idea. It is utterly disembodied; it never 
possessed and it can never possess any substance. 
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What the intrinsic mind of principle may be within this 
eternal stream of creation only the Creator Himself can know 
—or, as an ancient Veda asks, does even He? What is in the 


should say also what 
Is God i 


ill nt 


Bh 
: and God-rejecters is to be the fore again, it is a pity that the himen, “ The Will” of Schopenhauer, “ The Vital 
definition of God is so much ignored. What are we, in our 
| different ways, talking about when we say “ God”? In ancient otion, in India, Shiva is the dancer of all Being’s 
: theologies (which stood nearer to polytheism), the matter was ge, the rythmic motions of creation, dissolution 
| illuminated by distinguishing the different aspecis of the on. “1 form light and I create darkness: I make 
: Divine within its continuous unity. The Trinity is a disappoint- reate evil,” saith the Lord ; and “ everything thai 
ing version of such systems of distinctions. Naturally y” cries Blake. The natural creation is the one 
. Unitarians, with their antipathy to trinitarianism, have not been s absolutely incomprehensible that anything should 
have found themselves there, not because were anti- 
; trinitarians, but because they wished to think of a Trinity of life and evolution. by the sign of beauty. 
, without dogmatic compulsion upon how they were to think of 
it. 
* 
When a man denies or asserts God he — a 
of the divine character is can see, and what we are as far as we go. 
des nay be reaching forward in creation to His 
miraculous Christhood, 3s. “1 do not worship God ™ said Tolstoy 
known? If he is all, then ne is personal, but because I know I am. 
out; to fling them together 
; to leave us with 3. 
whats p0dness is the category of the divine most 
ly involved in the experience of mankind 
| could actually be taken many have looked outwards for humans 
| amongs cvangelists and and have withdrawn their gaze dis 
heretics, theists and puld be simple, one would think, to find 
| individual to the cosmos where in fact we know # is— 
vision. It is im the human form that creation seci:s 
3 presence of goodness in us 
These three modes of God might be calied (1) God in His imagination. For the religious it carries a sense of the divinx 
Essence, (2) God i: Natural Creation, G) God in Human 
Goodness. 7 heroism, leadership are viewed as most spectacular entry 


were 


iat wr 


into human experience. The Incarnation in Christ, “ the human 
form divine ” of Avatars, Bodhisattvas and many such charis- 
matic appearances in human form often assume a complete 
priority over all other concepts of God. 


It is not the natural creation that teaches us our moralities, 


* 


To set out the subject in some such articulated way should 
be a little aid to understanding one’s own position and that of 
others. And it might even suggest a reconciliation of stand- 
points that are at loggerheads only because they are too partial. 

For example, the idealist transcendentalists have the defect 
of not being able to make sense of the visible creation. Pan- 


- theists are to be blamed when they fail to take sufficient 


account of the distinctive mode of Deity in human experience. 
Humanists because they cannot see that human morality in the 
cosmos overlooks the fact that cosmos is its matrix, and 
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of emanicipation from the odium theologicum was only gained 
at the price of inner conflict, the intensity of which afflicted him 
for many years. 

Like many men of outstanding ability, he was something 
of a “ misfit ” at the Bromsgrove school where he was edueated 
—the flame of literary enthusiasm found but little sustenance 
in the rules of grammar. His later incursions into the dramatic 
field have largely obscured the fact that he began his career 
as an artist, achieving some note by his -and-white 


illustrations. For many years he was a regular contributor of 
art criticism to the Manchester Guardian. His early literary 
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of Blake and Dostoievsky. The latter’s epic Crime 
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but it has put the original germ of conscience in the human j 
disposition. Ethics are evolved humanistically “God is not “? 
good ; I am good,” says Meister Eckhart, by which he means at 
emphatically to say that goodness is a human function, and ; ae 
human,” has the virtue of transcendant Majesty. From out of 3 
this transcendant Majesty the call comes to man to be himself, activities brought very modest financial reward and he was 35 ai 
to find out what goodness is and to achieve it. It is the unique before he received his first cheque for £50. For six years his gto 
mission of man and, religiously, the reason for his existence. average earnings were less than this figure and for the following ane 
twenty years even the £2,000 gained by “the worst book | 4) 
a ever wrote,” An Englishwoman’s Love Letters, did not suffice ae 
to raise the average above £365. oy 
* 
A passionate intensity, as Doris Langley Moore has told oe 
us, was Characteristic of his work in the closing years of last 
century, eventual triumph being the fruit of incessant labour, - 
fear and worry. It is interesting to note the pronounced back- a | 
ward slope of his handwriting—a trait held by the graphologist 5 
to indicate a fundamental shyness of temperament and an over- ll 
the ye — —— sensitive reaction to the small hurts of life. One may remark, $f 
seems to be too simple to be helpful. favourable to the development of genius. ; 4 
INTERPRETER OF LIFE 
By Donald Mullins 
THE little = } 
country fi 4 
slim, beardex 
may be enc 
ways of ung 
il = >» 
Laurence Housman 
sould (to use his own expressive phrases) sec the varying manifestations of human nature, “ with its curiosities ~ £ 
as he significantly adds. This is reflected in the manifold phases a4 
of his work, from the story of the simple rural evangelist of a 
fal —-- we The Sheepfold to plays like Queen's Progress. dealing with ils 
he has been a lover of “the sweet and blessed county” of 
Somerset ever since the day, now nearly sixty years ago, when 
as he tells us in his autobiography. The Unoxpectet Years, he Not 
stood upon the Mendips above and “ gazed westward influence 
on such a delectable stretch of country as, till then, I had and Punishment aroused a lively concern 
never seen.” revealed in protests against the conventional ethic of punish- 
* ment, such as The New Hangman and Consider Your Verdict. 
“We shall never get rid of the criminal,” he says. until we 
Friend and contemporary of such notable figures of cease to separate ourselves from him.” 
of the Lime Plays of combatants in the 1914-18 war. such tat Geman 
These es omage to the “Little Father” eat despatching™ of some German 
the and smiled away prisoners, ibute ‘toward his pacifist conviction that war is 
gracious and eS a one whom Housman called a the Rectorship of the University of Glasgow and later borame 
sinmer which appesied to him. His outlook an ardent worker for the Peace Pledge 
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scheme to bring about the death by poison of this man, the 
Anti-Christ, by the hand of his best friend and confidant— 
for twenty thousand ounces of gold. This was the weak link 
in the front de Vinea presented to the world, he had dreams 
of escaping to peace and freedom from the domination of a 
royal patronage. 

Mr. Lee thus creates dramatic unity with telling effect. 
De Vinea is never sure which gate he will enter and the same 
applies to the struggle between the Emperor and the Pope, 
both exert power, the one with humility and the other with an 
evil arrogance. 

The Emperor proclaimed that he was the New Messiah 
and Pope Gregory waited in his palace. Rome was to resist 
and Frederick marched forward, and de Vinea thought that 
this was indeed the transformation of Christendom. As the 
troops came to the city a whisper ran through their ranks— 
“The Pope is dead.” Out of the weakness and out of the 
silence came the power that was to defeat all earthly ambition. 
The Anti-Christ did not come into Rome. — | 

Both the English knight and the young Empress died and 
de Vinea is left with his hatred and his conflict of soul. He 
meets secretly Hereth the Jew, accepting the bribe of twenty 
thousand ounces of gold. This should be his escape, his way 
to spiritual freedom. He nerves himself for his mission and 
waits for his opportunity. He was to remove the weight that 


Mr. Lee is a novelist with a vigorous historical imagina- 
tion. He has a love for the past, but in this novel he is not 


America but it is a carefully constructed book that 
to find many readers. | 


VARYING VIEWS OF JESUS 


F 


stories can be completely accepted at their face value. Dr. 
Gogarten’s book is by no means easy reading, though it ‘is 
competently translated by Mr. Neville Horton Smith ; but those 
who study it with care will be well rewarded. 


* 
It may well be, however, that the most valuable recent 


~ book on Jesus is Dr. Vincent Taylor's The Life and Ministry 


of Jesus (Macmillan, 12s. 6d.). This is a sequel to the author's 
well-known volume, published a year or two ago and entitled 
The Names of Jesus. Dr. Taylor is a Methodist (he is, indeed, 
one of the most eminent and teachers in the Methodist 
Church), and his emphasis is therefore not always quite what 
Unitarians or Free Christians would like. But of his learning 
there can be no question. He is, indeed, one of the “ learned 
theologians’ mentioned in the first sentence of this article. 
But he does not argue ; he states facts ; he allows the basis of 
the Gospel to shine through. And—which is somewhat un- 
usual among the learned—he does not allow any preconceived 
thesis to influence him. 
* 


The fact that such varied interpretations of Jesus are 
tenable by sincere and thoughtful folk is an indication that 
the message of the prophet is still alive, but that many of the 
facts, or supposed facts, about his life may be in dispute. This 
goes far to justify the attitude of the Christian Unitarian, as 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer.” 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
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other. . . . The ending is impressive and must not be described. I 
opposed to that of the Unitarian Christian. In other words, it rf 
is possible to take a view of Jesus which regards him as a human aa 
regar im as something supernatural, completely above the 
normal rank and file of humanity ; and it is possible to take 
: welded tate the aectative. Mr. Lee's intentions are serious various intermediate views. But it is not possible, in this day — 
but he does not degenerate into a pamphlieteer nor allow and age, to suggest that one of these views is completely right, 
‘dens to spell the : to the absolute exclusion of all the others. In consequence, a 
Mr. Lee’ + ca : reading of the Gospels themselves, as well as of the recent 
- Lee's novel is not sensational sort so popular in = books about the gospels, such as the three which have been 
is the wiser view ; and that narrowness of mind in this matter 
of the character, personality, and message of Jesus, is the 
worst of all faults. 
By John Rowland CORRESPONDEN 
[ EARNED theologians argue about the value of Jesus and 
his message to the world; but, no matter how the argu- 
ments may go, there can be little doubt that there are still 
millions of people who are interested—nay, fascinated—by 
the life and personality of the prophet from Nazareth, of whom 
we know so much, and at the same time so little. How else can Essex Hall Plens 
one account for the fact that books are still being written about Sm.—Referring to Mr. James Ashcroft’s letter in The 7 
and around the life of Jesus? How, indeed, could one account new tee >. 1955, may I offer him congratulations, per- : 
for such a volume as Lord Gorell’s He Walked in Light haps tinged wi By 
(Odhams Press, 10s. 6d.)? Lord Gorell is a distinguished man casy for him to ask that the new Headquafters building shall be 
of letters ; he has written poetry and fiction ; and yet one must a_ living symbol cmbodying all that is best im modem 
biography of Jesus of few will agree im detail on what is best, worst or merely safe in = 
that is dearest to his heart. The 
would be one hundred on alll 
one ec per cent tion offer a thousand and one alternative forms of cievation and Fs 
these columns; but it is pleasantly here he draws altention to the dilemma of the designer who, F 
n will no doubt help to bring having thrown overboard the forms of the past and their im- S 
otherwise have given it much pheit regarding massing. | 
the value and importance of the first age : symmetry balance. and the is now thrown back on | 
| 
from the the myths and legends which have | 
A sew book by a 
German, ich Gogarten, Demtythologizing and History 
(SCM. Press, 7s. will do something to make Bultmann’s 
theories comprehensive to the ordinary man, and, at the same 
time, will act as a suitable corrective to those who still, in | 
Spite of all the evidence to the contrary, feel that our Biblical : 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 1955 Lonpon, Mansford Street Church, Bethnal Green, 6.30, Rev. J. W. Dumais . 
D Lonpon, Richmond Free Church, Ormond il, Rev. WALTER M. Lona | 
Fine, 6, Bev. D. Dave LONDON, Stratford, West Ham Lane Unitarian Church, 11.30, Children’s Church, 
ABeRDeEN, Unitarian Church, Skene Street, 11 and 6, Rev. GorRDON BEVERLEY 
ABER Lonpon, Wandsworth Unitarian Church, East Hill, 11, Rev. ARTHUR PEACOCK (Also 
Chapel Manchester Road. 6. , Rev. SypNey H. Kniout Loman, Welsh Unitarian Ch. at Highgate Hill Unitarian Ch, 1st and 3rd Sundays 
Street Chapel, Unitarian, 6.30, Rev. FRANCIS TERRY Lonpon, Wood Green, Unity Church, Newnham Road, 6.30, Rev. Jonn KIE.TY : ts 
All Souls, Elmwood Avenue, 11.30 and 7, Dt. A. L.. AGNEW Chote 
11.30 and 7, Dr. H. J. McLACHLAN M Unitarian Ch 630. Rev. 
atc BesseLs GREEN (nr. Sevenoaks) Unitarian Church, 11, Rev. W. WADDINGTON AIDSTONE, 6.30 Davip C. 
BILLINGSHURST, Free Church, Street, 11.15, Rev. J. MARTIN HALL TER, DoeL 
Bessboroueh MANCHESTER, Gorton, Brookfield Church, Hyde Road, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. MAURICE 
Meath, MANCHESTER, Monton Church, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. D. T. Evans 
BLACKPOOL, North Shore, Dickson Road. 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. J. H. EwBanx. 6.30, Rev ey 
BLACKPOOL, South Shore, Lytham Road, 11 and 6.30, Mr. E. A. West 
BoLTON, Unity Church, Deane Road, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. ARTHUR J. Bev, 
Bats Old Meeting House, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Kanner SHERRATT 
BOURNEMOUTH, Unitarian Church, West Hill Road, 11, Rev. LAWRENCE REDFERN 31 Sted R 
A. BULLOCK MexsonoUGH, Free Christian Church, 6.90, Rev. E. A. Davies 
rm Christ Church, Dampict Street, 3.30, Sunday School, 630, Rev, W.H. MIDDLETON, Old Road Chapel, 6, Supply 
3, and NEWTON Rev. C. G. Toons 
Christ Church Unitarian, New Road, il, Mrs. E. Savaae, 6.30, Rev. Jon Stamford Road, 10.45 and 6, Supply 
he BristoL, Lewin’s Mead Meeting, 6.30. Rev. A. H. of the Divine Unity, Ellison Place, 11 and 6.30, 
BURNLEY, Unitarian Trafaigar Street, 3, Rev. W. Hit WAREING Newcuurcu (Rossendale), Bethlehem Unitarian Church, 10.30 and 6, Rev. E. B. of 
of Bunt, Bank Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. M. Ryps SHORT 
Canine, The West Chuech, 11 and 6.30, Mr. Rov NOTTINGHAM, High Pavement Chapel, 10.45 and €.30, Rev. C. Gonpon Bova if 
g. Cantus, Unitarian Church, Lorne Street, 2.15, Sunday School, 6.30, Rev. F. D Oupeuny, Unitarian Church, Birmingham Street, 1! and 6.30; Rev. Haroun A. Gonz a 
Jones ‘Lord Street Chapel, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Nurrait 
or Wah Oxrorp, Manchester College Chapel, 11.30, Rev. L. Gorpon Stuart + 
CHESTERFIELD, Yard Church, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Epric w AREING ncn tine La 
at Cuowsent CHarsi, Atherton, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. KanneTa Twinn seer Wines, and 
our, Unkaian Church, il 11.13, Road, Dov. Kenner 
SS Coventry, Holyhead Road, 11 Qunior Church) and 6.30, . ALUN WILLIAMS Se 
PoRTsMOUTH, Friends’ Meeting House, Fratton Bridge, 6.30, Mr. Joun R. Stunces ue 
Qosmeeee, Seles ee li and 6.30, Mrs. M. R. Dicxm Preston, Unitarian Chapel, Church Street, 6.30, —— 
CroYDon, Ciristlan Church, Wellediey Rood, 11, Rev. J. P. (Also 6.30, Hants, The Meeting House, 
1g Ist Sunday in month) ROCHDALE, Blackwater Street, 10.30 and 6 Rev. Bon 
Dean Row. 10.45, Rev. A. B. Downanc. Srva., 6.30, Rev. A. B. Downe RoruernaM, Church of Our Father, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. N. J. Tears et 
rir Gaus Chapel, 60, Rev. AD. ScampornoucH, Unitarian Church, Westborough, 10.30, Rev. W. T. 
e DONCASTER, Christian Hall Gate, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Geo W. PARKINSON. 11 and 6.30 Rov. 
d 6.50, Row. SHEFFIELD, Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. Stamey Warrsy 
tenes, 11, Mir: A. Unity Church, Crookesmoor Road, If and 6.30, Rev. E. D. Davas 
Old Chapel Chapel Hil, 1049 and Re. Svoner P. Old Mecuing, Unitanen. High Strest i! aed 6.20, Rev. W. C. Newson 
Eoowunon, St. Mark’s Church, Castle Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. VENER SOUTHEND-ON-Sza, Darniey Children's 6.30, Miss M. Gaurrrus 
a Srocxrort, Unitarian Church, St. Gate, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. I. Hopason 4 
Guossor, Unitarian Church, St, 1043 and 6.30, Rev. Suost 11, Rev. Caantes Smerson, 6.30, 
SWANSEA Pennard Free Chratian Mecting House, 11, Rev. Jones 
4 Hale Barns, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Joun Storer Stren, 6.55, Vey (also 11, First Sunday 
Free Christian Church, South Terrace, 11, Rev. Hicton, 6.30, Swerron, Swinton Hall Road, 10.45, and 6.30, Seadent 
Rev. W. WaDDEINGTON 
y Fitzwilliam Rew 1. B. Unitarian Church, 1845, 
Rev. W. Canter A. F. O. Tuomas 
Brook WaLLAsey, Memorial Manor Road, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Eaan W. Haz i 
K»utsrorD, Brook Street 11 and Rev. Stamey Mossor Ww. 
Warsonn, Friends House. Church Road (by permission), 7.30, (Last Sunday in tbe 
= ond'630, De. R. W. Wane West Bromwich, Road, 11, Chilaren’s 6.15, Rev. H. Macume 
The Great East Bond Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Leonanp Mason Weirer, Flowergate, 6, Rev. W. T. Waxes 
Yons, St. Saviourgate Chapel, 6.30, Rev. T. Buart Davas 
and Rew. LT. (USA) Western Austraia, Unitarian Free Christian Fellowship, Mr. R. H. = 
aad Stamford Strect Chapel, €30, Rev. P. New Soom Wales 15 (of St. 
Read, 11, Rev. E. G. Grice Alley, Melbourne, Ci. Minister 
Toners, Notting Gets, 11, Rev. J. Rev. W. Borsceaer. ox 
Geeen, Hoop Lane, 11, Rev. Recmaans, 6.30, Rev. K. CANADA 
Lowen, E New Gravel Pit Church, Chatham Place. 11, Supply Suen . 
Road, 1 Rev. A.V. Fox Unitarian Free Ch. Lambeoe Quay Suppiy 
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AN UNFETTERED FAITH 
| The Religion of a Unitarian 
by A. Phillip Hewett 
1/6 by post 7/10 


also in the press 


KHARANG 
by Bruce Findlow 


an eye-witness account of the work of Margaret Barr, 
among the villages of the Khasi Hills, Assam, India. 
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Dear Wife and devoted Mother—Elizabeth Broom, January, 1955. 
Dedicated at the Baptism of her grand-daughter, Wendy Sheila 
Russ, May, 1955”. e late Mrs. Broom was known to all for 
her love of flowers, her kind spirit and her loyalty to the Cause. 
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aie Pe Stand Chapel: A large gathering of members and friends as- 
aid sembled in the Sunday School on Thursday evening, May 19, to 
ae say goodbye to Mr. and Mrs. Foote and their family. 
aL a Musical items were given by the ladies’ and men’s sections of 
a. | the choir and solo items by Miss Mary Lloyd. Supper was served 
ne followed by speeches. Miss Irene Alcock, President of the Society, 
| spoke of Mr. Foote’s seven years ministry at Stand, of his great 
i) ; optimism and of the help and interest he had shown in all the 
i various activities. She wished both Mr. and Mrs. Foote God 
‘Pia Speed and every happiness in their work at Macclesfield and 
i ie Congleton. Mr. W. Nayler, Chairman of the Chapel Committee, 2 
a and Mr. R. Southern, Sunday School Superintendent, thanked Mr. 2 
A Foote for all his work on behalf of the Chapel and Sunday School. I 
] | po Presentations were then made to Mrs. Foote of a sheath of flowers 7 
and Miss a cheque to Mr. Foote. 
oy In reply, Mr. Foote said how greatly he had enjoyed his 
Hie ministry at Stand where there was such flourishing activity and it 
Len was very gratifying for him to feel that his efforts had been ap- 
ok preciated. He was looking forward to his ministry at Maccles- 
lie field and Congleton and he felt he had much more good work 
Wy. to do there. After asking Miss Alcock’s permission, Mr. Foote 
- ; = > money be spent on some article of furniture for the New | 
fe | The oceedings ended with the singing of Auld Lang Syne in ! 
traditional manner. 
; ; Stockton-on-Tees : A month of intense activity and inspiration 
bt Holiday Accommodation by Mrs. F. W. Barr who gave a fine address on the subject of 
A FEW VACANCIES June onwards. Enjoy your Summer Holi- Top 
days at NORMANHURST, the small friendly Private Hotel in 
~ ‘Britain's Best Climate”. gns., fully inclusive. Recom- service when Manparet McArthur was crowned queen 
q mended by readers. Vegetarian if desired. Illustrated brochures. Rev FW Barr. The 
NORMANHUBST, Ses-front, ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA, Sussex. the casuing year by the had to be moved 
Own beach hut opposite. Tel: Hastings 4784. ‘ 
pa. MORETONHAMPSIEAD, DARTMOOR 
p CARPENTER, 4 COURTENAY TERRACE \iter a short devotional service Mr. Kicity 
a. : Miscellaneous that it had been a grand meeting. 
wm. AUTHORS invited submit MSS all types (including Poems) for _Large congregations were present at both morning and evening 
ee book publication. Stockwell Lid, Elms Court, Ilfracombe. (Estd. services on the Sunday when Mr. Kiclty was again the preacher 
iw 1898.) and spoke on Unitarianism and the spirit of liberty. 
and Faith”. ! Have a New Master (French film with English sub-tities) at 
ms Holidays Abroad from the usual run of imported films. A new master comes to a 
Swiss Unitarians have invited the UNITARIAN PARTY VISIT- school in a small village in Provence. His method is different 
| ING MONTREUX and PARIS (August 15-26) to tour Geneva in from his predecessor's (which ney ee 
company with an American party organized by the American “to discover the soul in cach ™,.to treat cach one as an 
Unitarian Laymen’s individual, not just as a pupil to be pushed through examinations. 
Why not earch our Anglo-American fellowship by join us? 
Also, vacancies, LUGANO and ITALIAN 5 (uly il- causes them, until the Board 
21). 
Write - Rev. G. W. Parkinson, 32 Windsor Road, Doncaster. 
Engagement 
Biske—Sleeman. The engagement is announced between 
Somerset. and Ruth, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Sleeman. 
of Hillside, Whitchurch, Tavistock. Both are members of the 
Fellowship of Youth, Bristol Branch. 
Cullompton : On Sunday, May 15, at the img Service Geen, So. Od. additional ne. ts. 64. 
the Congregation. The Rev. F. Munford (of Poole) conducted the we =~ io 
made by Mr. W. Broom and Mr. was presented to sa 7 Cc 
Te 


